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ABSTRACT

India has over 24 million children aged 0-18 with disabilities, including the highest population at risk
of developmental disabilities. However, there is limited knowledge about their experiences,
particularly for children with intellectual disabilities in school settings. This study aims to address
this gap by exploring the lived experiences and agency of these children within their schools,
families, and neighborhoods, challenging their marginalized status. The research examines different
school setups (government, private, and mainstream) in Haryana, India, through ethnographic
methods, including interviews, observations, and shadowing.

The findings reveal exclusionary practices in schools, but also highlight diverse experiences
influenced by social environments, cultural norms, and personal attributes. The analysis emphasizes
children's active construction of meanings and their awareness of the cultural context, The study also
explores their agency through their use of digital technologies. By integrating agency, culture, and
structure, this research provides a comprehensive understanding of the experiences of children with
intellectual disabilities in Indian educational environments.
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